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On Jan. 13, an estimated 4,000 persons participated in a protest march in downtown Managua to
the offices of daily newspaper La Prensa. Demonstrators called on President Violeta Barrios de
Chamorro's government to dismiss Presidency Minister Antonio Lacayo and army commanderin-chief Gen. Humberto Ortega. They also demanded that the government permit Vice President
Virgilio Godoy access to the facilities and decision-making perogatives of his office. Godoy, town
mayors and city councilpersons from central Nicaragua, and national legislators of the National
Opposition Union (UNO) led the march. The majority of demonstrators were agricultural workers
from the central region. Some 200 police officers were on hand, but no violence was reported.
In a speech, Godoy said that Nicaraguans are waiting on the government to fulfill its campaign
promises. According to the vice president, the demonstration was a reminder to the administration
to avoid "straying from the path of democracy." Roberto Urroz, leader of the Communist Party's
Union Action and Unity Center (CAUS), said that President Barrios de Chamorro does not need
the support or advice of her political advisers, nor of the Sandinista National Liberation Front
(FSLN). Instead, he asserted, she need only to "listen...to the 14 political parties which brought her
to power." Also on Sunday, at the conclusion of a two-day meeting of 100 mayors, spokespersons
said participants demand that the government publish a list of recently retired soldiers and officers
to dispel doubts concerning the veracity of official reports on military troop strength reductions.
According to government sources, at year-end 1990 troops numbered 28,342. The mayors asserted
that the military authorities discharged mainly soldiers who did not fully support a policy of
reconciliation with the FSLN. Next, the mayors called for the creation of a municipal police force to
replace the Sandinista police. The FSLN's official newspaper, Barricada, reported that the meeting
was sponsored by the US embassy in Managua, with funds supplied by the National Endowment for
Democracy. (Basic data from Notimex, EFE, ACAN-EFE, 01/13/91)
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